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THE following Diſcourſe was not compoſed 
with the moſt diſtant view to publication. It 
was written in much haſte, and amidft many 
avocations. A few copies only are printed for 
private inſpection : becauſe (having been deli- 
vered under much embarraſſment) it was very 


imperfectly heard. 


The Author by no means preſumes to challenge 
criticiſm, by offering this ſermon to the public 
eye. His friends, hs hopes, will give him credit 

for meaning well: and if they approve of his 
attempt, he will think himſelf fully recompenſed. 


S. BADCOCK; 
Bath, Dec, 26, 1787. 
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N. B. What is included between [] was omitted in 
preaching, for the fake of ſhortening the diſcourſe. 


I FOHN iv. II. 


BELOVED, IF GOD so LOVED US, WE OUGHT 


ALSO TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER, 


HIS concluſion from the great argu- 

ment of divine mercy, in the redemp- 
tion of the world by Jeſus Chriſt, is ſo 
dire& and obvious, that not to perceive its 
truth would argue a blinded underſtanding, 


and not to feel its force, a perverſe will and 
a hardened heart. 


< In this” (ſays the Apoſtle) © was mani- 

<« feſted the love of God towards us, becauſe 
* that God ſent his only-begotten ſon into 
e the world that we might live through him. 
“ Herein is love; not that we loved God, 
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« but that he loved us, and ſent his fon to 


e be the propitiation for our fins.” 


Our obligations riſe in proportion to the 


greatneſs of the mercy, and the little ground 
we had to expect it. 


[Our miſeries awakened divine compaſſion; 
but our merits entitled us to no reward: 


that we eſcape puniſhment, is ſolely to be 


aſcribed to the forbearance of infinite mercy : 
that we are refreſhed with the hope of a 
bleſſed immortality, is owing to the atone- 
ment which was made for our fins, by the 
facrifice of Jeſus, who ſealed our redemption 
by his precious blood, and roſe from the 
grave to confirm the evidence of it to us.] 


Such an aſtoniſhing inſtance of unmerited 
grace, while it exalts our admiration, tends 
alſo to awaken the gentler affections of the 
heart. We kindle with the holy flame that 
we bchold; and while it raiſes us on the 
wing of gratitude to heaven, it diffuſes its 
benignant influence around us to make us: 


bleſſings upon earth. 


Beloved, 


TS 


© Beloved, if God ſo loved us, we ought 
« alſo to love one another.” | 


As this 1s an argument of great and general 
importance, it at all times merits our atten- 
tion ; nor ſhould a Chriſtian ſuffer one day 
to paſs over his head, without reflecting on 
the obligations which he owes to his Re- 
deemer, nor without aſking his conſcience 
how he hath diſcharged them. Gratitude to 
him 1s a common debt ; and love to mankind 
is a univerſal duty. There is not a moment 
of our exiſtence that can exempt us from 
the one; nor a ſituation in life that can 
diſcharge us from the other. 


But there are ſeaſons when the exerciſe of 
theſe duties becomes more peculiarly requi- 
ſite. There are particular occaſions which 
more immediately awaken the ſenſe of them, 
and re- inforce the impreſſion which they 
have already made on a pious and benevolent 
heart. 


At ſuch a ſeaſon as the preſent, and on an 
occaſion like this, the gratitude we owe to 
God, and the charity we owe to man, become 

44 ſubjects 
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ſubjects of more than ordinary propriety :— 
Independent of their own importance, they 
derive an additional weight from their ſuit- 
ableneſs to the time in which they are recom- 
mended to our attention: for who can be 
indifferent to heavenly mercy, at the ſeaſon 
when we are about to commemorate the no- 
bleſt and moſt endearing diſplay of it to a 


- ſinful world? Whoſe boſom can be ſhut 


againſt diſtreſs, who feels the conſolations of 
forgiving love: and when (as now) the needy, 
the ſick, and the afflicted, ſolicit relief, who 
can deny that pity which he himſelf hath 
experienced from heaven ? | 


That the great duty of mutual love ſhould 
have ſuch peculiar ſtreſs laid on it by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, might naturally be expected, 
when we conſider the genius of the religion 
which they taught, and its tendency to pro- 

mote the happineſs of ſociety, and the peace 
and intereſt of individuals. 


[What the world is at preſent, there needs 
no tragical declamation to proclaim. Not to 
be ſenſible of the miſchiefs and miſeries which 
ariſe from the violation of charity and good- 

| will, 
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will, a man muſt be dead to the diſtreſſes of 
others, and indeed have no feeling for his 
o n. | 


What the world would be, were the ſpirit 
of love univerſally to prevail, is a delightful 
ſubje& of contemplation. But to dwell on 
it, would draw me too far from my preſent 
purpoſe. It is enough in general to ſay, that 
enmity and ill-will, injuries and unkind re- 
turns, would not, as they now are, be the 
| ſubjects of daily complaint. The rich would 
not lament the wounds which they ſometimes 
receive from the ungrateful hands which 
their bounty hath often filled. The poor 
would not pine in diſregarded want, nor the 
ſick languiſh on the unviſited and unpitied 
couch, where penury frequently doubles the 
agony of diſeaſe. Charity would ſupply what 
fortune had denied. And the affliction 
which ſkill could not remove, ſympathy 
would ſtep in to ſoften and aſſuage. 


In a word, if love were the principle which 
ſwayed the world, and ruled in the hearts of 
men, thoſe prophetical deſcriptions of the 
peace and harmony, that will be eſtabliſhed 
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in the New Jeruſalem at ſome future period, 


would be realized in the preſent ſtate.) 


But beſides the natural tendency which 
mutual benevolence hath to promote the in- 
tereſt of the world, and the reaſons which 


ariſe from the frame of man, and the conſti- 
tution of ſociety, in its more extenſive or 


more contracted circles; —beſides zheſe, the 
goſpel ſupplies us with motives of a ſtill 
higher quality, and enforces the common 
leſſons of humanity, by the ſublimer argu- 


ments of divine grace. 


Thus it binds on the conſcience what nature 
whiſpers to the heart; it makes charity to man. 
an indiſpenſable duty to God, not founded 
on mere caſual inſtinctive feeling, but on ra- 
tional and religious obligations; ſomething 
for which we are anſwerable to ourſelves 


here, and ſomething for which we muſt 


anſwer at the tribunal of judgment hereafter. 


That we are indebted for all our hopes of 
pardon and eternal life to the free and un- 
merited mercy of God, is a point ſo clear 
from the holy ſcriptures, that I need not 

multiply 


E 1 


multiply quotations either to confirm or il- 
luſtrate it. It was that mercy provided an 
atonement, and it was the ſame mercy that 
placed the merit of it to our account. It 
did not make our Heavenly Father propi- 
tious; no, it found him ſo. It did not alter 
his nature; it freely iſſued from his bene- 
volence: for God ſo loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten ſon; that who- 
ce ſoever believed in him ſhould not periſh, 
«© but have everlaſting life,” 


This doctrine is the groundwork, it is the 
firſt principle of chriſtianity ; but for want 
of being well underſtood, ſome have diveſted 
the Creator of his mercy, and others have 
wronged their Redeemer of his merits: —The 
former, repreſenting the Father as an inflex- 
ible tyrant ; and the latter, with ſacrilegious 
raſhneſs, degrading the everlaſting Son to 
the common level of humanity, and the 
office of a mere\moral inſtructor. But while 
we unite the mercy of God with the merits 
of Chriſt, we ſecure the gratitude we owe to 
both, nor forget the fountain when refreſhed 
by the ſtream, 
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As this doctrine is a motive to enforce 
general obedience, ſo it draws the cords of 
mutual love and good-will with additional 


force: and well it may, when we conſider 


what the benefit was that we receive from 
the love of God in Chriſt, and who are to be 
partakers of the bleſſing with us! 


The benefit was no leſs than the redemp- 
tion of the whole human race from the 
penalties of fin, and a reſtoration to that life 
and happineſs which had been forfeited by 
it. It introduces us into a new ſtate of trial, 
and affords us new motives to prevent our 
apoſtacy, and new hopes to encourage our 


progreſs. 


The doubts and fears of nature are rehe- 
ved by its aſſurances and conſolations ; its 
light directs us in the moſt intricate and ob- 
ſcure path; and its promiſes ſupport and 
cheer us under the ſevereſt pains and oppreſ- 
fions of human life. The ſhadows which 
gathered ſtill deeper and deeper around the 
grave, are diſpelled by the revelation it af- 
fords of another and a nobler ſtate of being. 


| And we are aſſured by it, that the moment 


of 


10 I 


of diffolution is but the commencement of 
immortal life, and the grave the gate of 


eternity. 


In the review of this ineſtimable benefit, 
a grateful mind finds itſelf naturally diſpoſed 
to make all ſuitable returns to the Being 
who beſtows it : and a generous heart feels 
itſelf awakened by a kindred affection, and 
glows to imitate the goodneſs it adores. It 
will be ſolicitous to exerciſe benevolence, and 
to do kind and beneficent offices to all who 
need them, from the remembrance of what 
hath been done to deliver us from burdens 
far more inſupportable, and from dangers 1 in- 
finitely more larming. 


[Our expreſſions of love and kindneſs to 
others muſt vary according to their particu- 
lar circumſtances: and different occaſions 
will excite different emotions, and call forth 
different exertions. 


But to every ſpecies and degree of affliction 
we ſhall find ourſelves called to exerciſe our 
ſympathy, when we recollect the forlorn 
condition of the human race, and the pity 


of 


[ 14 1 


of that Friend of Sinners, who came © to ſeeck 
© and to ſave them that were loſt,” 


Is our neighbour poor and deſtitute? Ts 
he a ſtranger, or a captive? Is he viſited by 
fickneſs, or tormented by pain? Is he in 
want of inſtruction, caution, and conſola- 
tion ? Is he thrown defenceleſs on the world, 

and expoſed to the angry ſtorm and tempeſt? 
Doth he combat with perils by day, and pe- 
rils by night? and is his whole life a ſtruggle 
with calamity and hard fortune? 


Without any undue or viſionary refine- 
ment, we may find ſomething in thoſe cir- 
cumſtances of diſtreſs and miſery from which 
the goſpel hath relieved us, to bring the caſe 
of our afflicted brother home to our own 

| boſoms, and to plant an advocate for him in 
our gratitude for redeeming mercy. 
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0 Should we have the thoughtleſs confidence 
[1 to aſk, © When were we an hungred, or a- 
0 « thirſt, or naked, or ſick, or in priſon?” we 
[ may find leſſons for beneficence, as well as 
| l l | humility, in the blindneſs, the ignorance, the 
| | ſuperſtition, and groſs corruption of our 


heathen 


„„ 


heathen anceſtors, from which we have ef- 
caped only through the goodneſs of Him 
« who called the world out of darkneſs into 
« his marvellous light.” ] 


te Remember that thou waſt a bondman in 
ce the land of Egypt,” (the pathetic memento 
ſo often urged by Moſes to the Iſraelites) was 
well fitted to awaken in their minds the ten- 


dereſt ſentiments of compaſſion and humanity 
to the oppreſſed and afflicted. 


But ſtrong as the argument was to them, 


it was ſurely of leſs force, and far leſs affect- 


ing, than a remembrance of the ſtate of the 
world before Chriſt is to us :—for what was 
the bondage of Egypt, when compared with 
the yoke of ſin, and the tyranny of Satan? 


Or what the reſt of the land of Canaan, to 


that © reſt which remaineth for the people of 
«© of God, in the 1 which cannot be 


cc moved Fr 


,” 


If any thing could add to the magnitude of 
divine love in the great work of our re- 
demption, it muſt be the conſideration that 
we had not deſerved it. God commendeth 
| "no 
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his love towards us, that when we were yet 
de finners, Chriſt died for us.” 


How common it is for men (eſpecially 
when we come to them with the tale of 
diſtreſs, and implore relief for the indigent 
and needy, whoſe poverty perhaps is aggra- 
vated by pain and ſickneſs) how common it 
is for them to intrude themſelves into the ſeat 
of judgment, and weighing their neighbour's 
deſerts by his ſufferings, pronounce his af- 
flictions to be the conſequence of his guilt. 
Thus the feelings of pity are ſtifled the mo- 
ment they are awakened, and charity is frozen, 
as it begins to flow! 


But what are we, that we ſhould be ſtrict 
to mark iniquity ? Whoſe example do we 
follow, whoſe precepts do we obey, by ſuch 
unrelenting ſeverity ? Why ſhould we be full 
of judgment, when all our dependence 1s on 
mercy ? Or expect perfection from others, 
when heaven did not exact it from us? Were 
we fimners, when God had compaſſion on us; 
and ſhall not the reflection ſoften our ſeve- 
rity ? And when miſery, from whatever cauſe 
it may ariſe, ſolicits our pity, let not cold and 
oY rigid 


r 


rigid caution ſuppreſs the more generous 
emotions of the heart, or ſtop the current 
of benevolence: but let us candidly ſuppoſe 
that the affliction was the medicine of hea- 
ven, to correct the diſeaſes of the heart; but 
that we are to ſoften it, leſt it ſnould corrode 


what it was meant to heal, and oppreſs the 


body without relieving the ſoul. 


I ſpeak this, becauſe ſome of the principal 


objections that have been urged againſt many 
of our public inſtitutions of charity, have 
been ſo diſguiſed by the maſque of prudence, 
that virtue hath been ſtaggered, when pity 
hath been addreſſed. Not but that in a good 


heart Compaſſion will cloſe the ſtruggle, and - 


Virtue will at laſt join in the triumph;— 


yea, and Religion too : for though it frown 


on vice, it will always melt over diſtreſs, 
and will be more ready to remove the ect, 
than ſcrupulouſly enquire into the cauſe. 


[The only thing which a true Chriſtian 
will be careful to weigh in the balance, are 
the ten thouſand talents which Gop hath for- 


given him, againſt the hundred pence that 


were owed him by his neighbour; and the 
* only 


TE 


only queſtion which he will preſume to alk, 

will be addreſſed to Himſel, in the pointed 
language of the king to the unmerciful ſer- 
vant in the parable, (now referred to:) 
« Shouldſt not thou have compaſſion on thy 
< fellow-ſervant, even as God had pity upon 
ce thee?” A queſtion which, in an honeſt and 
good heart, will ever render the mercies we 
have received as ſo many pledges of bene- 
ficence to our fellow-creatures, and convert 
our frailties and imperfections into reaſons 
for candour and lenity to others.] 


A bad man's miſery, not becauſe he 1s a 
bad man, but becauſe he is in diſtreſs and 
pain, of itſelf calls aloud for our compaſſion : 
for it would argue an unfeeling heart (let his 
pretenſions be what it would) to ſay, * he 
ce brought his calamity on his own head, let 
* him therefore periſh beneath the weight 
* of It. 


[Suppoſe we had been thus abandoned by 
Heaven in the hour of our extremity, could 
we have reſcued ourſelves from deſpair ? 
He may have been a bad man ; his affliction 
may poſſibly be the fruit of his guilt ;—but 

affliction 


* 


cd. 2832 — 


1 


affliction may awaken contrition, and his 


ſorrow may lead to repentance. A true 


chriſtian will relieve him with this charitable 
hope; and if that hope ſhould be diſap- 
pointed, he hath fulfilled the duty of a 


Chriſtian ; he hath imitated the pattern of 


his Divine Maſter, and conformed to the will 
of his Heavenly Father, who cauſeth his 


c fun to ſhine, and his rain to deſcend, on - 


the evil and the good.“ 


But if a bad man in affliction and pain 
call for relief, at the hand of charity and 
compaſſion, how much ſtronger is the call, 


when drooping virtue gives miſery a tongue, 


and ſeconds the pleadings of diſtreſs 


In that ſanctuary of mercy which opens 
its doors on thoſe who are oppreſſed by the 


double load of ſickneſs and of penury, ob- 


jects daily preſent themſelves, whoſe virtues 


as much deſerve our eſteem, as their miſeries 


call for our compaſſion. 


Some, whoſe afflictions were the immediate 
viſitation of that Providence whoſe ways are 


paſt finding out! Others, who have met 
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their calamity in the diſcharge of the com- 
mon duties of life, and while ſerving their 


families, and benefiting the public, have 


been attacked by ſome ſudden and alarming 
diſeaſe; or perhaps, by ſome unforeſeen acci- 
dent, deprived of the power even of aſſiſting 
themſelves. 


But as it is a general aſylum for the diſ- 
eaſed, who more particularly need the aſſiſt- 
ance of thoſe Excellent Waters for which 


this place hath been ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed 


for ages, and to whoſe invigorating quality 
many of us poſſibly are indebted for the 


health and comfort we enjoy, it makes no 


partial diſcrimination;—the ſickneſs which 
calls for their aſſiſtance, carries its own re- 
commendation along with it. And we, who 


have experienced their ſalutary effect, cannot 


better expreſs our gratitude to the hand 
which opened this ſpring of healing waters, 
than by cauſing the ſtream to flow in as large 
a channel, and diffuſing its _— as co- 


piouſly as . 


But though * this charity is the moſt 
liberal and mann: beneficent, yet it 
« ſtands 
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«c MG on the moſt ancertain ſupport of 
* any infirmary in the kingdom.” 


[I need not inform you of its general de- 
ſign. You know Kit is intended for thoſe 
te poor objects, whoſe diſeaſes require the pe- 
ce culiar aſſiſtance of theſe waters; many of 
© whom often having been diſcharged from 
other hoſpitals as incurable, have received 
« their cures, or conſiderable relief, in this. 
The inhabitants of this place, who have an 
* opportunity of uſing the waters, without 
« abſenting themſelves from their own habi- 
ce tations, are excluded from being admitted 
eto the prejudice of thoſe who, coming from 
« a diſtance, have not only the expence of a 
journey to defray, but alſo to provide them- 


* ſelves with lodging and diet, in order to 
enjoy the benefit of the waters.”] 


Rent of eſtates, intereſt of money, and 
ce the annual ſubſcriptions, form a permanent 
* income in moſt other hoſpitals, equal to the 
© expences of the year. But in that which 
* now ſolicits your ſupport, the whole a- 


Report of the ſtate of the Bath Hoſpital, for 1787. 


#3 % mounts 
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LE 


rc mounts to little more than one half of its 

© outgoings, It depends therefore on the 
ce collections made at the places of divine 
ee worſhip, and on other caſual benefactions, 
ce to make up the remainder of its ordinary 
ce EXPences. 
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Since then ſo much depends on ſuch con- 
tributions as we earneſtly implore, from the 
rich and affluent, at ſuch ſeaſons as this, I 
might lodge the appeal with your own hearts, 
and, knowing that charity has an advocate 
there, leave them to plead the cauſe of this 
inſtitution, with far better effect than I 
am able. 1 | 
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A little ſpared from the ſuperfluities of 
life, would give eſſential relief to many that 
are ſinking under the preſſure of ſickneſs, 
and of penury. What is often waſted in 
needleſs, or perverted by pernicious luxury, 
would ſupply many a cordial, to revive the 
heavy heart: and often doth indulgence be- 
get diſtempers, by a waſte of what might 
have been the means of healing or allevi- 
ating the diſtreſſes of others. 


1 


E 3 


It will be a pleaſing reflection, when our 
day of affliction cometh, (for come it will in 


one form or another) if we can ſay with Job, 


ce did not I weep for him that was in trouble; 
ee and was not my ſoul grieved for the poor ?” 


And it will add ftill to the pleaſure, if we 


can reflect on the active exertions of our 
charity, and view the comfort of others in 
cloſe alliance with our own ſympathy, which 
produced it. It was this that threw a gleam 
of joy on the heavy cloud that hung over the 
afflicted patriarch's head: When the ear 
« heard me, then it bleſſed me; and when 
ce the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me, be- 


 * cauſe I delivered the poor that cried, and 


him that had none to help him. I was eyes 
ce to the blind, feet was I to the lame; and 
te the bleſſings of them that were ready to 
te periſh came upon me.” 


Some of you well know what affliction is, 
by your own ſad experience. Many of you 
who now abound, have poſſibly known what 
it is to be in ſtraits ; and if actual want hath 
not. been your lot, yet the dread of it hath 
often alarmed you. Many who are now in 
the full enjoyment of health, have doubtleſs 

| | B 4 experienced 
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experienced the languors of diſeaſe, or the 
fiercer agonies of pain. 


Can you in your abundance forget the 

I  pangs of neceſſity? Can you in your eaſe 
Will loſe the recollection of a ſick bed, where 
11 you ſtruggled under the load of pain and 
| . miſery, and dreaded the weight of that cold 
10 hand, which can never be removed? Do 
not former ſcenes of diſtreſs ruſh on your 


| 
| memories, and awaken every ſentiment of 
1001 tender compaſſion for thoſe who feel nom, 
| Wt what you experienced then? And would it 
4 
; 


not afford you an unſpeakable ſatisfaction, if 
you could be the inſtruments of relieving 
| the anguiſh which you pity, and of nn 8 
the miſery you . ? 


al Let me then ſecond your own waſhes ; 
PREY X _ 
1 and while the current of compaſſion runs 


warm within your hearts, let me implore 
Mk, you to direct ſome portion of the ſtream that 
wif iſſues from the fount of benevolence in your 
105 boſoms, to thoſe objects of diſtreſs, for whom 
I ſtand a ſuppliant in this holy place; where 
the ſacrifice of mercy aſcends with as grateful 
an 


12 } 


an incenſe to the throne of heaven, as the 
facrifices of prayer and thankſgiving. 


If you enjoy that great bleſſing of health, 
which ſweetens every other comfort, think 


of your obligations to Divine Providence, 


and ſhew your ſenſe of the mercy, by contri- 
buting ſome portion of its bounty, to reſtore _ 
the health, or ſoothe the maladies of the ſick 
and needy | You can only diſcover your gra- 
titude to Providence, by attempting to make 
others ſhare in the bleſſings which you your- 


| ſelves have been indulged with. 


Your © goodneſs cannot extend to God:“ 
—Look around you, and ſee to whom the 
hand of compaſſion may be extended, and 


what objects may be reheved by its liberality. 


And who call for compaſſion with a louder 


voice, than thoſe needy ſouls whoſe calamities 


are doubled by the weight of diſeaſe ? Who 
are fitter objects for the generous heart to 
exerciſe its liberality upon, than thoſe whom 


pain and ſickneſs have cut off from the com- 
mon means of earning their ſcanty pittance? 


Such was their portion of daily bread, when 
: health 
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health qualified them for their daily labour! 
But now cruel diſeaſe hath ſnatched them 
from the latter; ſmall as the former was, 
yet it muſt forſake them, if they continue to 
languiſh on the bed of ſickneſs. 


The preſent inſtitution is equally the effect 
of wiſdom and charity: it diſpenſes this 
healing ſtream to thoſe who would be inca- 
pable of enjoying the benefits ariſing from 


100 it, if it depended upon themſelves to provide 

1 ſuch neceſſaries as are eſſential to their ſub- 
Wil ſiſtence ; eſpecially ſuch peculiar comforts as 

(i | ſickneſs requires; and without which, the 
iy beſt means would loſe their effect. Sick 
fi neſs is always expenſive; and in ſuch a place 
th N as this, and at a diſtance from their own ha- 
Walt bitations and friends, it would be doubly ſo. 


Thoſe who are barely able to ſupply them- 
ſeves with common neceſſaries, with food 


10 

iſ convenient for themſelves and families, would 
: ih | be rendered totally deſtitute by the extraor- 
9 ; dinary calls of ſickneſs ; which, as it leſſens 
| | their abilities to procure the ſupplies of na- 
Aid ture, at the ſame time increaſes its wants, 
li | and renders the ſupplying them ſtill more 
Wl, difficult. 

60 . That 
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That this inſtitution hath been conducted 


on a moſt judicious and diſintereſted plan, 


as well as with that compaſſionate and li- 


beral ſpirit which is ſo much the ornament 


of our holy religion, and the diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtic of our country, may be evinced 
by the beneficial effects which have reſulted 
from it. From the report of the Committee 
who ſuperintend this excellent charity, it 
appears that, ſince its firſt inſtitution, up- 


wards of eleven thouſand patients have been 


admitted, out of which near three thouſand 
four hundred have been cured, and five 
thouſand three hundred greatly relieved. 


To theſe objects I appeal as an irrefragable 
proof of its utility: And you who love to 
encourage what only hath probable appearance 
of effecting a good end, and promoting the 
happineſs and intereſt of the community, 
(which is compoſed of all ranks and degrees 
of people) will ſurely rejoice to further, and 
as far as you can perpetuate, a Charity which 
is not a mere experiment, but a viſible mo- 


nument of the cleareſt and moſt undouBTED 


FACTS, 


We 
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| F 
We point with confidence to what hath 


been done; and we look forward with the 
moſt pleaſing hopes to what will {till further 
be effected by the continued exertions of 


4 
| | thoſe who are not weary in well doing;” 
| and whoſe *© zeal and labour of love” will, 
| we truſt, excite a noble emulation in others 


to © go and do likewiſe.” 


10 | 
1 [1 To conclude: While we attend the couch 
of ſickneſs, and bend with melting com- 
| | paſſion over our drooping friends, let us be 
10 thankful that we can afford them greater 
Till comforts than thouſands are permitted to 
1 enjoy, to ſoothe the anguiſh of pain, and 
lighten the load of diſeaſe. But let us not 
forget thoſe who feel all the diſtreſs of ſick- 
0 neſs, heightened by the pangs of want; deſ- 
. ö tititute of every convenience that can throw a 
110 gleam on the darkneſs that ſurrounds them; 
without a cordial to revive their ſinking 
ſpirits; perhaps without a pillow to ſupport 
their languiſhing heads; and who only drink 
of the cup that is mingled with their own 
tears, 
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Let us therefore rejoice to encourage every 
plan of charity, where the eaſe and comfort 


of our fellow-creatures are conſulted; and 


particularly that moſt excellent and benevo- 
lent inſtitution for which your aſſiſtance is 
once more ſolicited, in which every means are 
employed to yicld ſuccour to the helpleſs, 
when it is moſt needed; and to alleviate 
affliction, when it becomes moſt preſſing. 
Thus in your day of ſorrow you ſhall be 
comforted ; and at the reſurrection of the 
juſt, you ſhall be recompenſed. 
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